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$ every Author is at Liberty to 
choofe his own Subje& when he 
Writes, fo he muff leave the Rea- 
ders at Liberty, co difltke his Choice if they 
think fit; ic cannot be expeéted that any 
Writer can keep his Head equally clear, and 
his Thoughts equally bright at aii Times ; 
aad if they were fo, unlets toe Readers 
Fancy and Taft were as exa@ly in Time, 
what is written thal not have at all Times 
the fame Relifh. 
Thefe Thoughts inclin’d me to a fhort 


- difquiticoa on the moft fignificant, little un- 
_derftood Qualification, we call DULLNESS ; 
a Thing, of which I am of Opinion the 


World is the moft miftakea about, of any 
Thing that takes up fo much of their Ober 
fervation. , 

If I underftand what is the general Ace 
ceptation of the Word, as it relates co Au- 
thors, a Man is call’d Dufl, when there. 
appears no Spirit, no Relifh or Vivacity,. 
in what he Writes; when his Stile does not 
touch, when the Clearnefs and Perfpicuity 
of his Expreffions, the happy Turn jo his. 
Relaci. a, the Fineneis.and Policenefs of his 
Scile, the Cadence and Mutick of hi,Words, 
dces not touch the Reader, furprize his Fan- 
cy, and fire his Imagination as he expe@s, 


Now 


ae 


"Now my doubt ‘concerning this Matter, 
and the miftake, which I think, che World 
generally runs into about it, lies here, Whe- 
ther this DULiNESS, tho’ charg’d upon 
the Author, is not rather to be found ja 
the Reader chan in the Writer. 

The Taft is the Judge of Meats, but if 
the Palate be vitiated, no Coek can dife- up 
his Sauce to pleafe you 5 im vain all théSa- 
vory and Reliihing Things in the World 
are put together ; all the coftly Rarities of 
ten Markets, the Spices, the Preferves, the 

- Fruits of ten Climates cannot recommend 
themfelves to a Month that has no Taft, the 

Delicacies of the Gardens, the hot Beds, 
and early Fruits are afl of no fignification, 
they have no Flavour, their Juices give no 
Refrefhment, if the Palate be four’d with a 
Dileafe. | : 

What is all the Charms of Mufick ; that 
Harmony of Sound and finenefs of Stroke, 
that a¢ another Time, or in another Per- 
fon, would even raife the Spirits from the 
deepeft Melancholly 5 chat Harp irfelf, that 
drove the Devil out of King Ssul, toa Man 
that has no.Bar, i¢ is al difcour’d, feream, 
and meer emptyaefs, 

Carry the Diftemper’d Brain, the ur- 
tun'd Orgav, the Man whcfe Soul has no 
Powers to a@, all this is boc DULL S:uf, 
the Reafon is, they have no guefs that 
Way. ; 

When the late Glorious Tattler-diverted 
the.Town with his Wit, knowing chat noi. 
ther the Engine of his Fancy might be al- 
waysin Tune, or the Bars of his hearers 
be always in Condi:ion prepar’d for the 
Piats df his Performance, by dire@iog them 
to believe, that when he was dull, he was 
fo by defign, and this was fuppos’d neceffae 
ry, either co Whet their Apprtites, to Ree 
lth the better what might come after, or 
to fhow the Command he had over their 
Genfares, that they ‘were oblig’d to be- 
lieve his Dulnefs had its Ufes, and that he 
ought to be Dull when ever he pleafed, 
Bur, with Sudmiffion, to his Contrivance, 
he had laid a moch firmer Foundation 2- 
gaioft the Exception of future Ages, if he 
had ordet‘d them, that whenever they 
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were tempted tothink him DULL, they 

fhould take it for a Delufion upou their 
Underftandings, and that it was not theAu~ 
thor, but themfelves that were DULL gig | 


being laid down firft as an Effentiai, that — 
it was impoffible for him to be Duii, and — 
that therefore all the Duiinefs mut be upon — 


themfelves, that could nor. Taft the Wit 


and Spirit of the Author $ chat there was — 


always a Flux of happy Fire and Spirit in — 


the Author, and-that ‘their Dallnels only 


hid it from cheir fighr. 

That thisis the Cafe, is clear from ma- 
ny Examples 5 How often do we find you 
ditf:rimg in your Opinions abour any Thing — 
you hear? One comes from the Church, 
and mects his Friend Tom, fa 
How did you like the Do@or 2.4 thou 
he made'a moft extrsordiaarf Sermon, 
isa clever Headed Ingenious 


be 
nsFtbought 
Inever heard a finer Ditcourfe in my Lifes 
Pox o? your Dut’ Fancy, fays Jom, I chink 
he is the greateft Blockhead ia the. Town, 
I never heard fuch a dull piece.of Stuff ia 
my Life ——— Now where can this Miftake 
lie ? The Sermon had bot one juft Chara- 


Ger, either it was ’a good ‘Sermon, or it — 


Was mot 


Woy doth thefe Obfervers 


ys be, 


are miftak n, forthe Man Presch’d agood 


honeft, piaing wh: Ief-me Serm-n, a Dif 
courfe fuite4 ro his Auditory, and had act 


thefe «wo Critic ) want-wi:-hearers been 


there, it Bad been Wellen ugh 5 but as on 
the one Hand ig bad little of Ingenuity or 
Finenefs in it, fo neither was it Dull og 
Conremptible 3 but the Taft of the Hear- 
ers was the Teft of the Scrmonto them, 
and the Minifter had the Praife or the Ree 
proach of the Parifh, not as what he deli- 
ver’d, reallydid ordid notdeferve, but as 
the Palate and Ear of the Auditory were in 
Tune to recieve it. 

The Fam--us Mr. Milton wrote two 
Poems, Paradije loft, and Paradife regain’d, 
which tho’ form’d ia the fame Mould, the 
W rk of the fame bright Genius, yet have 
met with a moft differing Reception ia the 
W orld ; the ficft p-flzs with a general Re- 
putation for the greateft, beft, and moft 
fablime Work now in the Engiifb Tongue, 

and 
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Putation sto fay any Thing lefs of it 
The other iscall’da Dull Thing, infi>:re- 
ly thor: of the former, sothieg to compare 
with it, and not like the fame Author, and 
this is the Univerfal Opinion of the Age a. 
bout thefe two Bcoxs: Mr. Miltow was 
told this by feveral, for it wasthe Opinion 
then as well as now, and his Anfwer was 
this —— Well, I fee the Reafon plainly, 
why this Book is not liked fo wellas the o- 
ther, for Tam fure it is the better Poem of 
the two, but People have not the fame Goft 
of Pleafure at the regaining Paradi‘e, as 
they have Concern at the lofs of it, and 
therefore they do not relifh this fo well 


_as they did the other, tho’ it be wichout 
-Compari‘on the beft Performance. 


Iremember we had two Party Authors, 
which vex’d the Town a-while, tho’ lately 
they having fcolded themfelves out of 
Breath, and have left off; I meanthe Exae 
miner andthe Medly ; between thele, no- 
thing was more frequent (+xcept giving 
one anorher the Lye, to their mutual Re- 
putation) than to Reproach one another 
with DULLNESS, the Authors were Men 
of Wit enough on cither fide, and there is 
many cther Faux pes td be found in them, 
rather than Dullnefs. 

lL obferve we are apt to call feveralT hings 
Dull, without refpe@ to the merit of the 
Cafe. 


1. Such Things as wedo not love to 
hear. ‘ 

2. Such Things as we do not under- 
fiand. 


Upon the whole, I would recommend it 
to all thofe, who are fo fund of paffing their 
Judgments about Authors and Writings, as 
to Dulinefs, that they #ill enquite, whether 
st is not their Dullnefs chat read, if theWri- 
ter has his Flats aod his Sharps, his dark 
and his bright Sides, his Hours and Criti- 
cal Seafons, when he can write and when he 
cannot, fo has the Readers and whenever 
anv Man Cries out. of the Dullaefs of fach 
and fuch an Author; I cannot, 1 confebs, 
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and it would be to leffen a Man’s own Re- 


but be apt tothiak, that the Duline(s is 
more io the Genrleman’s Reading, fince 
perhaps, it fhall not be long, before fome 
other Perfon fhall come and admire for 
Wic, that very Performance, which the o- 
ther ia his abundance of Wie had cenfur'd 
for Dull. 

Nay, I appeal to the modeft Readers 
themfelves, whether they have not thought 
a Thisg Dull and Empty at one Time, 
which at another Time upon Revifing, they 
have found to be fuil of Spirit and Bright. 
nefs of thought 3 and what is the Reafon 
of all this, but that their Fancy being 
Clouded and Dall ac the firft Time, they 
could not fee or taft the Beauties and Ex. 
cellencies, which now they are fatisfied are 
to be found in the piece they defpis’d. 

DULLNESS being then to be cqually di- 
vided between Reader and Writer, mee 
thinks the Arrogance of our reading Wits 
fhould be a little check‘d by this Thought, 
whea they who can write nothing theme 
felves, take upon them to Cenfure every 
Thing that others write, and make them- 
felves Judges of Wit, condemning not ac- 
cording tothe Dallnefs of the Writers Judg~ 
meat, but the Dullnefsof their own. 

It was but a few Days ago I came into a 
Coffee. Houfe, and I faw a Gentleman nod- 
ding over the Spe&tator, What have you 
got there faid 1 to him, afcer 1 had wak’d 
him; the Spe&ator, fays he, he’s Damnae 
ble DULL to Day; I went onto talk of ce 
ther Bufine(s to him, and by and hy I was 
for taking the Spe@ator out of his Hand to 
read it ———. Hold, fays he, I han’t read i¢ 
myfelf. Yee hecould tell it was vee 
ry Dull ———= That is to fay he was very 
fleepy, and could not relith whathe read— 
Well, having had bis map out, he read is 
over, aad ZI perceiv’d him laogbing to 
himfelf——— What tickles you now, fays 
I, D—n him fayshe, this Spectator would 
make any Body laugh, beis avery witty 
Fellow———— Now the Cafe is plain, the 
Man was awzke 3 befure, when his Head 
was Dull, the SreBator was damnable Dall, 
but when his ewa Wits were in Adior, 
then the Spe@ator had a great dealof Wir. 
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From this Obfervations, 1 make thefe 
fhort Remarks. ; 


1, Let an Author keep his Senfes wakin 
when he writes, he will always be be 
liked by thofe, whofe Senfes are a- 
wake when the" read. | 

2. Authors fho:'d never Value what 
Men fay of their Writings, when they 
are fleepy and dull, if they that are a- 
wake approve tl::m. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. a 


Ful Publ:fo'd (many Thoufands of 1be former 
Editions having foldin a litthe time,) 
R. Marsen’s Seventh Edition of his 
Bouk aud Sccond Edition of his Ape 
pendix, concerning Secret Difeafis, 
enmpriz'd in One Volume, with Amendments, 


and many hundred Additions : It bring: 


rhe laft he will ever write; and it is pre- 
famed, contains as much any cin write on 
that Subjeéi, for the Benefit of Pastemss; all 
the Degres and Symptoms, Ways of Con- 
eradting, certain Signs difcovering, Nature, 
Kinds, and Cure, being fhewn 5- as alfothe 
Use and Abufe of Mercury ; Mifchiefs by 
Quacks, Bffedts of ill Cures, Seminal Weak- 
nefles, and aN other Secret Infirmities in 
both Sexes relating to that Infeéion, 
@&e, are from Reafon'and long Experience 
explicated and dete&ed 3 neceffary for the 
Perufal of all that have, or ever had the 
leaft Injury that Way, and value the 
Health and Welfare of ehemfelyes and Po- 
fteritys chat Diftemper, if not totally 
eradicated, proving dangerous as well as 
omoxious, The: whole ister{pers’d with 
Prefcriptions, Obfervations, Hitorties, Lets 
ters, and Proofs of many remarkable Cals 
and Cures. By fobs: Marten, Surgeor. 
Sold at his Houle in Aatten-Gerden 5 zs a!- 
fo ty N. Crouch in the Powlrry, A, Beste/= 
whith on London-Bridge, P. Varrewe at Se 
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pter we are to call every 
were : ene rg . ee 
4. Every Reader ought to Enquire 
he reads, whether he is awake, 
able todiftinguifh between the 
nefs of the Writer and his owr. 
g- Thiogs are generally dat! or bright, 
* gather in proportion to the Dullnefs 
and Quicknefs of him that reads, than 


of bim that writes. 


neca’s Herd in the Strand, C. Ki in Weft | 

minfler- Hall, M. Atkins ia Sr. Pau Church B 
Yard, Ruokfellers, and D, Leach in the 
Little Old Baily. Pr. Bound 7 5. 6d. a 


VUACKERY Unmasi'd ; in 3 Parts,con- 
Q ising 1. Refle@i.ns.on the 7thEdi- % 
tion ot Mr. Martin’s Treatife of the 
Venereal Difeafe. 2. An Examination of 
the Charitable Surgeon, The Generous Sure — 
geon, The Tom of Venus, anda pretended — 
new Method of curing this Difeafe. 3.A 
brief Enquiry into the Ancient and prefent 
State of the Praétices of Phyfick and Sur- 
erys a full Account of Quacks 3 then (in 
a concife Method) is fhewn the Ciufe, Na 
ture, Signs, and Dangerous Effeés of this 
Difcafe, vacious ways of Receiving, Symp= 
tomes firt Difcovering, and only Method 
of preventing its {Infection ;cogether with 
the beit, moft cheap, fafe, {peedy, eafieand 
private Metbods of Cure. Asalfothe Caufg — 
and Cure of Old Gl..ts in Men, andWeake 
nefes in Women. — The S-cond Edition — 
Eolarg’d. Sold by D. Brown without Teme 
ple-Bar, G. Straban, at the Golden Ballin 
Cornbill, and B, Barker,in Weftminfter-Hall, 
and by the Author, Dr, Spimte, at his 
he at the alsin 3 Doors direétiy 
paft the Sun-Tavern, in Milb-Rrees Mar 
Cheapfide, Prise2s. - BS 
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